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Waterfront Studios, Cape Town, Chooses Bones Dailies
and BrightDrive Recording System for Digital Post
Workflow

Reno, NV and Weiterstadt, Germany, July 16, 2009, Bright Systems, Inc., developer
of disk recording and data infrastructure technology, and DFT Digital Film Technology,
provider of high-end post production solutions, announce that Waterfront Studios, one of
Africa’s most influential facilities, has installed a BrightDrive Recording System and two
Bones Dailies nonlinear dailies solutions for its Cape Town head office. Together, the
new systems are providing a highly advanced and collaborative dailies management
and transfer process.

Waterfront Studios’ BrightDrive is specified for 3 x 2K or HD4:4:4 streams from one
14.4TB online workspace. Operators are able to scan film via a Spirit DataCine® and
Bones Dailies directly onto the BrightDrive in 2K or HD 4:4:4. The media is available
immediately to all operators on the network for Best Light color correction, audio
syncing, logging and laying off to SD tape, DVD, file based video (Avid DNXHD or FCP
QuickTime) and HD master tape simultaneously as digital dailies. This ‘scan once’ data-
centric approach to workflow gives high levels of flexibility and efficiency in the way
resources are utilized as operators are able to begin work as soon as the frames come
into the workflow.

Based partly on the increasing demand for digital dailies, Waterfront Studios invested in
two Bones Dailies systems, which is a first for Africa. Bones Dailies has provided
Waterfront Studios with a technologically advanced approach that is giving them and the
local industry a competitive edge.

Bones Dailies integrates with Waterfront Studios’ existing Spirit DataCines. Together
they create a file-based nonlinear dailies infrastructure that allows them to work on
multiple feature film projects concurrently. Bones Dailies manages the entire dailies
process, from ingest to the creation of fully graded, fully logged, fully sound
synchronized high quality dailies. Image and audio synchronization is semi-automatic,
and color decisions used for dailies can be carried through to the DI stage, utilizing the
American Society of Cinematographers Color Decision List (ASC CDL). With the
BrightClip file system support, Bones Dailies records HD or 2K RGB 10-bit 4:4:4 images
directly to the BrightDrive system. Playout from Bones Dalilies is at the same high quality
as the content that originally came off the Spirit DataCine.

“At Waterfront Studios, we acknowledge that South Africa has become a destination
preferred by many international filmmakers by ensuring we provide our clients with
world-class solutions for their creative projects,” said Paul Merrington, Facility Manager,
Waterfront Studios. “The combination of BrightDrive with Bones Dailies and Spirit
DataCine allows us to offer a reliable and powerful digital workflow that uses the most
advanced digital technology designed specifically for the challenges of the film and
video industry. Consequently, we ensure efficiency and safeguard quality in the post

1of4



DigitalFilmTechnology
Weiterstadt

process. We are proud to demonstrate to the international film community a whole new
level of service in South Africa.”

The BrightDrive Recording System delivers unlimited streams of real-time film and video
up to 4K resolution allowing teams of creative professionals to access, share and work
on the same media files concurrently. This means that even with the most complex
projects, facility managers no longer need to spend time copying files between
applications or waiting for individual processes to be finished before media can proceed
through the workflow. Users also gain significant business-level benefits including lower
operating costs.

BrightDrive provides superior workflow performance and reliability due to its use of
Bright’s much acclaimed BrightClip Recording Technology. The result of an intensive 3-
year development program, BrightClip Recording Technology permanently overcomes
the limitations of IT-oriented approaches to recording such as NAS and SAN where
media files become naturally randomized during the course of normal production
operations. This industry-wide problem of randomization causes erratic and degrading
system performance, frequently bringing projects to a standstill and adversely affecting
revenues and facility reputation.

“BrightClip is a much needed solution to the problem of sequence randomization. Using
BrightClip means that we don’t have to worry about unscheduled down-time to get the
disks optimized. Instead, our workflow remains at a consistently high speed even when
it is very heavily loaded,” continued Merrington.

“Bones Dalilies allowed us to streamline our dailies process, satisfy the needs of our
client by providing them with an accurate representation of the film look, and saved us
time further down the production chain. The implementation of BrightClip makes sure we
can use the system 24/7 without any sudden storage surprises.”

Bones Dailies has turned the last remaining linear process in post production into a
data-based nonlinear workflow that has changed the way dailies are managed. Facilities
can work concurrently on the dailies processes — audio and video ingest and
synchronization, ASC CDL based primary, and secondary color correction, and playout
of the color corrected, sound synchronized, fully logged dailies to multiple file formats, all
while transferring the next film roll. This not only saves time and ensures the highest
guality deliverables; it also increases the capacity of the DataCine or Telecine suite.

Waterfront Studios is currently using its BrightDrive and Bones Dailies workflow for Free
Willy 4 and Philanthropist.

Waterfront Studios’ BrightDrive system was supplied through Touchvision Digital Media
Solutions, Bright Systems’ business partner in South Africa.

ENDS

About Bones Dailies
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Bones Dalilies is a Linux-based software platform designed to significantly enhance the
throughput of your current dailies solution. It is a turnkey, scalable system that manages
the entire dailies production process in a non-linear fashion, from ingest to the creation
of a color-graded dailies master. Bones Dailies features a template-driven process for
image and audio ingest, audio syncing, primary and secondary color-correction and
playout. Automatic audio slate detection and other helpful tools speed up the sync
process significantly. Whichever way you want to work, Bones Dailies adds a high level
of flexibility, efficiency and offers the ultimate picture quality to your dailies deliverables.

Bones Dailies can operate as a single seat system on locally attached storage or as a
multiple seat system on a shared access SAN. It is an open system that supports
standard file systems and works with DPX files. In a multiple seat configuration all tasks
can be shared and performed in parallel - Telecine or tape transfers, audio preparation
and sound synchronization, color correction and playout.

About Waterfront Studios

Waterfront Studios is a group of post-production brands with the most technologically advanced
infrastructure and a large creative service team. Three distinct brands operate under the
Waterfront Studios banner. Waterfront Post is home to our full front-end services: film processing
(a Kodak Imagecare-accredited), telecine (Spirits), data lab (full digital management, Bones
Dailies), audio and sound (protocol suites and ISDN voice recording), and edit suites (Avid and
Final Cut Pro). Condor Cape provides high-end digital post-production, bringing together 2D and
3D animators, motion graphics artists and master compositors ( Flame, Flint, Nuke, Shake,EQ
and 1Q) . N-gage Digital offers full new media services: digital asset management, collaborative
and interactive online platforms, and full production services for web-specific and budget
projects. Waterfront Studios is also home to Africa's three largest sound stages, including a
specialist facility for tabletop shoots.

About Digital Film Technology

DFT Digital Film Technology Weiterstadt GmbH provides high-end post production solutions for a
variety of commercial media, film and content markets including; film studios, broadcast
operations, and post production facilities. DFT products include the SCANITY™ Film Scanner,
Spirit family of DataCines® and Telecines, Shadow Telecine, Scream grain reducer, LUTher
color calibration tool, Bones digital intermediate (DI) workflow solution and Bones Dailies non-
linear dailies software solution. The entire DFT team is highly regarded within the industry and
is dedicated to uncompromised product and technology development, as well as superior sales
and support services. DFT Digital Film Technology is headquartered in Weiterstadt, Germany
and has regional offices in London, Paris, Sydney, Bangkok, Chicago, Salt Lake City and Los
Angeles. DFT is independently owned by PARTER Capital Group, a Frankfurt, Germany private
equity investment group. For more information please visit: www.dft-film.com

Press Contact:

Kim Fuller

+1 917 675 6050

+1 310 469 8190
kim@delameremarketing.com

About Bright Systems
Bright Systems was founded in 1999 to design and develop advanced infrastructure systems for
data-intensive environments. Based in Reno, Nevada, a centre associated with important
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milestones in the development of video-disk recording, Bright Systems provides a range of
extremely high performance file-based recording systems capable of record/playback of real-time
uncompressed video and data streams. With its unique expertise in advanced engineering and
facility integration/workflow, Bright Systems is able to deliver a significant competitive edge to the

post production industry. www.4bright.com

Press Contact:

Lynne Lambert, PR and marketing

Bright Systems, Inc.
+44 7909 575932

lynne@mediacommerce.tv

Skype: lynne011
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